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WATCH US GROW!
From the Children’s Garden raised beds
and Carole Mehl’s Monarch Waystation
(above) … to the community garden’s
vegetable patch … and the newlyplanted pot by the foyer entrance, things
are flourishing at CCUMC.
Also growing: the number of new people
coming to Sunday worship.
Thanks be to God!
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Coming Events
Wed., June 1 – 4:00 pm Pre-K graduation for Children’s Development Center at the church,
followed by Family Day, 4:30 – 6:30pm
Sun., June 5 – 10:45 am Sermon /Worship Series – “Unstoppable: Full of the Spirit”
2:30 pm Classical Concert with Alexis Raymond, soprano; Iona DeWalt, cello;
Joe Hertz, guitar; and Drew Crane, piano.
Tues., June 7– 6 pm Circle of Friends at Jan Ahern’s
Thurs. -Sun., June 9-12 – Pride Fest for LGBTQ+ community at Theis Park
Sun., June 12 – 10:45 am Family Worship. Guest preacher: Ted Kapke.
Pastor Angie will be at Annual Conference
Tues., June 14 – 7 pm Ladies Life Group
7 pm Administrative Board meeting
Sat., June 18 - Wedding
Sun., June 19 – Father’s Day
Sun., June 26 – Youth Pool Party at Blythe Jones’ home. Fifth graders and older youth are invited.
Contact: blythejones@live.com or Jamiekapke@gmail.com

Circle of Friends
This women’s group will meet for a potluck supper Tues.,
June 7, at 6 pm. Hostess is Jan Ahern in her home. Bring a
salad or dessert to share. Jan will lead the program with a
discussion about Gratitude.
• Be thinking about something for which you are grateful
that God has created.
• Where have you seen God in your life in the last few
weeks?
• What is your favorite Bible verse that talks about
creation?
For reservations, contact: mrs.janahern@gmail.com
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Nursery Worker Needed for Sundays
Do you, or someone you know, want to work Sunday mornings during worship 9:15-12:15 (and
special events) caring for infants and toddlers? In addition to rocking babies, playing games and
talking about Jesus, you will be changing diapers and feeding snacks. Must have CPR and Safe
Sanctuaries training. Pay is $14 an hour. You’ll also work with our Director of Children’s Ministries
(Sarah Williams) helping with Children’s Church or CCKids as needed.
Send your resume to: office@countryclubumc.org to attention of Ann Vernon, SPRC Chair.

For the first time, Missouri Methodists Annual Conference will meet in Branson, MO, to do the
business of the church. The theme: Greater Things: spirit-led innovation. Learning Day on Friday,
June 10, will offer workshops on a variety of subjects that will help the people of the church solve
problems, grow in spirituality, and gain new insights.
Sat., June 11, and Sun., June 12, pastors and lay persons will meet to celebrate and ordain new
church leadership, honor retirees and clergy who have died, worship together, and discuss or vote
on key issues. The meetings will be at the Branson Hilton Convention Center.
As Bishop Farr said to the upcoming attendees, “Our hope is that every person comes away from
Annual Conference energized and excited about our shared mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world. During our time together, [attendees] will receive new ideas to
take back home, and hear differing perspectives and be motivated for ministry in your context. You
can view the draft agenda at www.moacinfo.com.”
Pastor Angie will be attending the Annual Conference, as will our lay leader, Linda Neal, and lay
delegate Kyle Boehr.
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From Our Pastor: Angie Colina McNeil
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too
deep for words. And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God. Romans 8:26
Dear friends in Christ,
In times of tragedy and suffering, in what seems like an ever-darkening
world, the faithful flock to churches on Sunday mornings to hear a word
of hope from their pastor. People who haven’t worshiped in weeks, months, or years seek to be
filled with reassurance, so they can go back into the world, to forget about their pain and
feelings of loss, if even for a moment.
Many want to escape their anger, grief, helplessness, confusion, or remorse, thinking they are
unworthy emotions. We often teach ourselves to repress our feelings and “put on a happy
face.” But in reality, it is valid to feel overwhelming sadness, disgust, discouragement or even
apathy, especially as we navigate events like the recent senseless losses of life to gun violence.
Some people are angry with God for all that is happening around us. It is natural to question
God, and not to understand why things are the way they are.
Others say, God is in control, God has a plan. But that makes me want to scream. Our God
created us out of love, so why would violence be a part of God’s plan? Simply put, it is not.
God gave us intelligence to make our own choices, good or bad. God gave us free will as a gift,
and I believe God will not take it away from us. What that means is, we are free to choose love,
but too often we don’t.
Sometimes, when God sees humanity making bad choices, the Almighty steps in to make
change: we see it happen throughout Scripture. (Read the story of Sodom and Gomorrah when
Abraham convinces God to change God’s mind.) That raises even more questions and unrest.
N.T. Wright in an article for Time magazine says this: “It is part of the Christian vocation not to
be able to explain—and to lament instead.”
(continued, page 6)
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By Jack Schmid, Susan Fershee & Linda Neal
UPDATE FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE
One of the responsibilities of the newly-appointed Legacy Committee (Linda Neal, Susan
Fershee and Jack Schmid) is to communicate with the congregation about legacy opportunities
and events coming up. So here is a brief status report from the committee.
Gift Acceptance Policy
Based on guidelines from the Missouri United Methodist Foundation, the team is developing a
formal gift acceptance policy and process. Contributions and gifts to the church can come in all
shapes and sizes, from simple cash or checks or memorial gifts honoring deceased members or
friends to elaborate estate or fiduciary offerings. Where some judgment is needed is when
members or friends leave personal property such as artwork, real estate or antiques to the
church. It might be unusual, but sometimes gifts might be declined if they are not sufficiently
liquid to be converted into cash or do not have an ongoing use at the church. Once a policy is
developed, it will be presented to the Administrative Board for approval and implementation.
Legacy Logo
The team is getting some professional design help to create a new logo, one that is consistent
with the existing CCUMC logo used on all of our present communications like letterheads,
emails, social media, etc. We hope to have that logo ready to use in this column next month.
Acknowledging Gifts
Another responsibility of the Legacy Committee is to ensure that special gifts to the church are
properly acknowledged in a timely fashion. A procedure and process for this acknowledgment is
being developed; it, too, will be presented to the Administrative Board for approval.
Legacy Sunday
In the works for this fall is the planning of a Sunday worship around a legacy theme. A noted
guest speaker is being planned with dates coordinated with the Pastor and church calendar, so
not to conflict with the annual fall member pledge campaign. Stay tuned for the fall date.

We Are a Reconciling Congregation

All are welcome here, regardless of race, creed, sexual orientation,
economic status or education.
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From the Pastor, continued
Lament allows us into a deeper relationship with God. No relationship of which we are a part is
always happy and free of conflict; neither is our relationship with God. Lament allows us to
enter into each other’s pain and share sacred space to lift that well of grief and harrowing
emotions to God. Lament asks God to intervene for us.
When we take time to lament, we see that God does intervene -- through us. What I know is we
have been called by our Creator to work with God to bring hope.
Ask yourself, how is it with your soul? Where has God been at work in your life this week?
How is God asking you to help others, or change yourself?
In Christ, Pastor Angie

CDC Gets New

Management Team

The founders of our Child Development Center, Ally Hubbard and Laura Schweisberger, are
leaving the business after five successful years, and a new Director will step up to manage the
day care. Alexis “Lexi” Miceli (who has been at CDC four years as a caregiver, pictured left) will
have two assistants. Caregivers Alex Stewart (center), has been at CDC four years; Rebecca Clair
(right), has been here two years. Plan to meet these women at the June 1 Pre-K graduation
ceremony, or at upcoming Family Day worship services on Sunday mornings.
We are grateful to Ally and Laura for their innovation and service that has built this successful
business and mission to the community, and look forward to seeing what the new staff brings
to CDC.

A Summer of Service
Sarah Williams, Director of Children’s Ministries, is working on a series
of missional projects for our boys and girls this summer. She will soon
announce the upcoming events that will give the kids hands-on
experiences serving an animal shelter, a food pantry, women’s shelter,
community gardens and/or our neighborhood. Stay tuned.
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