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The CCKIDS made pet blankets for an animal shelter in early July as part of their Summer of Service.
They will be delivered this fall. Other projects include bird feeders for KC Community Gardens and
decorative wreaths for NewHouse. See page 5 and 6 for more about Summer of Service.
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Coming Events
Sat., Aug. 6 – 9:00-11 am Volunteer at Kansas City Community Gardens.
See KCCG.com website to sign up.
Sat., Aug. 6 - Dohnalek & Jesper wedding
Sat., Aug. 7 –10:45 am Guest preacher Russell Standlee;
CCkids make greeting cards for Harvesters
Sun., Aug. 14 – 10:45 Family Worship
Sun., Aug. 21 – Back to School Book Bash mission for Brookside Charter School.
10:45 am Worship in Sanctuary with CDC Pre-School, food, fun and games
Sun., Sept. 11 - Plaza 10K Run & Walk – a 9/11 Day of Service!

CCUMC – At Work in the CITY
Sat., Aug. 6 at 9 am, the church’s adults and kids will go to Kansas City Community
Gardens to deliver handmade bird feeders and work in the Beanstalk Children’s Garden. To sign
up, go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054babaa2ca5fa7-beanstalk. You will recall that
KCCG was also the recipient of our Easter offering.
Back to School – Sun., Aug. 21, 10:45 am -- Brookside Charter School, 1815 East 63rd Street,
needs to replace the library books that are missing or damaged. CCUMC wants to help provide
funds for the library and replace some favorites from the library wish list. Invite a friend or
family to come to worship, contribute to the fund, enjoy food, fun and games, and meet people
from Brookside Charter! This is the first activity of a new relationship with a Kansas City school.
You can order books online through the school’s Amazon Wish List – they will be
delivered to the church. https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3HLZN4Q8XLS3Q?ref_=wl_share
Plaza 10K Race – Sept. 11, 7:30 am. This is a fundraiser for St. Luke’s Homecare and
Hospice. CCUMC is one of the sponsors (getting our name out there in community) and we
have committed at least 15 volunteers for the water station to help keep runners hydrated.
Some church members will walk or run the race itself. Want to be a part of the fun?
To sign up to volunteer at the water station or other race-related tasks on this 9/11 Day of
Service, contact Jamie Kapke. There is no age limit for volunteers.
To enter the 10K in person, virtually or for the Kids Run, go to: www.Plaza10K.com or
www.runsignup.com
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From Our Pastor
Angie Colina McNeil

God is our refuge and strength,
always ready to help in times of trouble.
So we will not fear when earthquakes come
and the mountains crumble into the sea.
Psalm 46:1-2 (NLT)
Facebook has this fun feature called, “On this day.” The feature offers you a chance to scroll
through what you posted on social media on that day over the years. Last month, a 1990s
photo popped up of my family riding the Tower of Terror at Disney’s Hollywood Studios.
Every year my family gives the Facebook photo the “heart emoji,” or now the” laugh emoji”
because of my sisters’ expressions. You can see they are terrified. This year, I noticed something
different; my dad’s right hand. He is reaching down to comfort my sister Alicia,who was only 7
years old. You can see she is terrified and my dad’s hand hovers over her shoulder
acknowledging her fear, but also knowing that she will be a braver and a different person
because of the experience.
His gesture demonstrates a good parent’s desire to protect our children in all circumstances,
but also knowing our job is to prepare them for the world around us, including facing our fears.
My dad’s gesture is a witness to the same kind of love and protection our God in heaven offers
to us, God’s beloved children. God is always present in our lives, but also gives us the freedom
to make our own choices. It doesn’t mean God leaves our side when we make poor choices; it
means God will never let us go and is there to pick us up when we fall. God is there when we
are afraid, letting us choose our own steps, but always ready to comfort.
We are living in what seems to be frightening times in our society. I often feel as though I am
writing sermons aimed at offering comfort or acknowledging the anger and fear I see people
expressing. I look at the half full pews in our church on Sunday and grieve knowing that there
are so many people in our community who no longer seek the church for spiritual guidance.
(Continued, page 4)
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From Our Pastor, continued
And then I look to the church 1.2 miles from our church, Central United Methodist. It would be
negligent to say I don’t carry a bit of apprehension knowing that their vote to close has opened
the door for Church of the Resurrection to open a new campus in our neighborhood, and what
that means for us.
These are trying times for the body of Christ, the people who call themselves the church.
However, I’m choosing to look at this photo every day to remind myself that God is right there
next to us -- seeking to guide us and comfort us. We can look at that hand and push it away, or
we can take hold and lean into where God wants us to go.

I have hope for this church at the corner of 57th and Wornall in Kansas City because I have
hope in our God and you. I trust Jesus will lead us and we will continue to make a difference in
the world.
Will you reach out to God with me so that we will continue to be a cornerstone of faith built
upon our cornerstone, Jesus Christ?
My hope is you say, “YES!”
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Helping in Community
Sat. morning, July 16, more than 15 adults and children went to Newhouse Shelter to
deliver handmade wreaths, ribbony room décor, and help organize supplies. Thanks to Sarah
Williams for her work in making this happen. You may recall that last year, our church women
donated children’s books to this shelter for the victims of domestic violence.
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CC Kids 'Summer of Service' Updates
By Sarah Williams
What a wonderful summer we've had so far! Our children have focused on a different project each
week. We've passed out water and lemonade to our neighbors out walking, made over 50 snack bags
to deliver to Ronald McDonald House, set up bird feeders on our church campus, and have made
blankets for the cats and dogs of KC Pet Project . We also did an off-site service project on Saturday,
July 16th at Newhouse Women's Shelter. We decorated their day care for "Under the Sea" week at
camp with paper seaweed and sea animals, while another group assembled intricate binders for the
board meeting, and a third group organized hygiene products. Thanks to those who participated:
Pastor Angie Colina McNeil, Sarah Williams, Ken Starkey, Levi Lacy, Kevin Edmondson, Jamie, Jane and
Charlotte Kapke, Terra and Adelyn Snyder, Tiffany, Paige and Grayson Christiansen, Linda Neal, Vinita
Wightman.
Our Summer of Service will continue into August! Join us for one of these service events:
• Off-site Service Project, Saturday, August 6: Family Service Day at the Beanstalk Children's Garden
(Email with registration and details has been sent out! Please sign up and join us- everyone is
welcome!)
• Kids Worship, Sunday, August 7: Making more greeting cards for Harvesters.
• Family Worship, Sunday, August 14: We will have a short presentation during the Children's
Message showing all the hard work we've done, and will have a popsicle party to celebrate.
Questions? Contact Sarah Williams via email at Sarah.williams@countryclubumc.org.
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