
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Meet Donald A. Carlson 
Family Ministries Assoc. 
 
Don, his wife and son just moved to Kansas City from Austin, 
TX, and are excited about joining the staff at our church.  This 
fun-loving, insightful guy has a strong background working with 
youth and their parents, bringing inspiration and personal 
growth to all.  See page 3 for more about Don. 
 

 
 
 

February 2023 

CCUMC 

The Connection 

Country Club United Methodist Church 
400 West 57th Street, Kansas City, MO 64113 

816-444-1616 • countryclubumc.org 

Share the love. Mail a card to a friend, a neighbor or family member. Cards are available in the church office.  
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Coming Events 2023 
 
Sun., Feb. 5 – PreSchool Sunday. There will be games and experiences for little kids to learn and play, 

and Valentine making. 
 
Sat., Feb. 11 – Sun., Feb. 12. Our volunteers will pick up bags of soup from the neighborhood for 

Souper Bowl Sunday. (To distribute bags in a specific block, and pick them up later filled with soup 
cans, see Linda Neal.) The cans of soup will go to Harvesters community food pantry. 

 
Sun., Feb. 12 – Super Bowl LVII Championship Football. Kickoff time: about 5:30 pm CST. Go Chiefs! 

 
Tues., Feb. 14 – St. Valentine’s Day.  Spread the Love! 
 
Mon., Feb. 20 – Presidents Day – Church office closed. 
 
Wed., Feb. 22 – ASH WEDNESDAY.  The beginning of Lent. Drive-thru imposition of ashes. See page 4. 
 
HOLY WEEK: Sun., April 2 – Palm Sunday • Fri., April 7 – Good Friday • Sun., April 9 – Easter Sunday 
 

Help Those Experiencing 
Hunger!  

Donate Canned Soup  
For Souper Bowl Sunday Feb. 12 

 

Our Soup Goes to Harvesters! 
In the late 1970s, immense amounts of nutritious food were being thrown into landfills even 

as Kansas City struggled to fight hunger among its citizens. Grocery stores were forced to dispose 
of food whose “sell by” date was approaching or which did not meet manufacturers’ quality or 
branding standards. There was no system in place for getting that food to the people who 
needed it. In February 1979, a coalition of business people, faith leaders, and social service 
agencies came together to forge a solution. That day, Harvesters -- The Community Food 
Network -- was born.  

Today, Harvesters food bank collects, packages, stores, and distributes food to a network of 
more than 760 partner agencies. These partners include food pantries, community kitchens, and 
shelters who provide groceries or meals to families, children and seniors in need. 

At CCUMC, our Souper Bowl mission helps Harvesters feed families in both Kansas and 
Missouri. 
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Who is Don Carlson?? 
He was born and raised in Connecticut and is a Huskies fan.  He was brought up in a strong 
Christian family in the Episcopal Church in the 1970 and 1980s. His original plan was to teach 
music and eventually be a high school principal; God had a different plan. 
Don explained, “I started my church career as a Junior Choir Director and 
soon fell in love with building programs and equipping volunteers with the 
gifts to lead Christian Formation and Youth Programs. I have been blessed 
to work in some wonderful parishes and on a Bishop’s staff, seeing both 
sides of church life. 
“I have done 19 youth mission trips in the USA, believing that the need to 
help others is right in our backyard. I’ve worked for both the Girl and Boy 
Scouts and seen their excellent leadership programs guide youth and volunteers to excel. I was 
part of opening a non-profit shelter for the homeless.” 
Don’s first love in church work is working with people of all ages: growing in faith-walks as the 
congregation builds programs, doing service projects and learning Bible Studies with one 
another. 
Don said, “I have been married to Kathleen for 19 years, and we have a 16-year-old son Mark. 
Who are we personally? We are pretty normal: Mark enjoys video games, musical theatre and 
acting. Kathleen loves to read and to scrapbook. Together we watch cooking shows. I like to 
watch most any crime TV show, but relax to, “I Love Lucy,” listen to books on Audible and 
occasionally play golf. Together we are big Disney fans and love to travel. We are excited to join 
you on February 1, 2023.” 
 
 
 
 
  Time to Plan Spring Gardening 

Just west of the church building we have built 
raised garden beds. Many of these have been 
adopted by families in the community as well as 
members of our congregation. 
Our “Gardening Angel,” Carole Mehl, reports that 
one bed is still available for any of you who wish 
to try your hand at organic gardening. Whether 
you want to raise vegetables or flowers, here is 
your chance.  Fresh compost has just been added 
to the beds. The loamy, organic soil is easy to 
work, fencing is in place to keep out the rabbits, 
and all you need is a plan. Deadline is Feb. 5: a 
good time to plant snow peas and other early 
vegetables. 
Contact Carole at: tellmehl@kc.rr.com 
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Leadership: Your Administrative Board for 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board Members: Bob Pearson, Patrick Smith, Ken Starkey, Errett Schmid, Holly Mehl, Whitney Perkins, 
Doug Montgomery, Bruce Bruch. (Only the Chairs, Treasurer and Lay Leader are the ones identified with 
a clear role.) 
 
Legacy Team: Jack Schmid, Linda Neal, Susan Fershee 
 
CDC Board: In the process of disbanding to more of an advisory team. Terra Snyder is the Chair; the 
advisory team is Pastor Angie (will be Don Carlson when he gets here) plus Terry Ahern and Terry Kilroy.  
 
Vision Team (aka Capital Campaign Team): Ted Kapke, Pastor Angie, Jack Schmid, Terry Kilroy, and 
Blythe Jones 

Pastor: Rev. Angie Colina McNeil 
Administrative Board Chair: Ted Kapke 
Finance Chair: Marsha Campbell 
Staff-Parish Chair: Ann Vernon 

Trustees Chair: Mark Snyder 
Lay Leader: Linda Neal 
Treasurer: Terry Ahern 
Secretary: Marcia Cook 
 

Like to Baby Sit? 
Sunday mornings during Adult Sunday School (9:30) and Worship (10:45) infants and toddlers 
can stay in our Nursery under the guidance of experienced care givers. Currently, Maggie Lewis is 
on hand to work with the children. But according to Safe Gatherings Guidelines, we should have 
two nursery workers.  And on a rare Sunday when there are no little ones, these caregivers work 
with the older ones in Children’s Church.  An evening meeting or Saturday workshop may also 
request a caregiver to be on site. 
Would you, or someone you know, like the job?  Hours are 9:15 am – 12:15 am Sundays, and it 
pays $14 an hour.  Caregivers must love children, be willing to be flexible, and know CPR.   
 
Contact: Ann Vernon of the Staff Parish Team or send a resume to: Office@countryclubumc.org 

ASH WEDNESDAY – Feb. 22 
Lent is the 40 days before Easter when Christians observe a period of fasting, 

moderation and spiritual discipline.  It begins with Ash Wednesday, a day of 
prayer, repentance and the placing of ashes on the forehead of worshipers.  

 
Feb. 22 – 7:30 to 9 am -- Drive-Thru imposition of ashes, Circle Drive, 57th Street entry 

 
6:30 pm Worship Service and imposition of ashes with Don Carlson, Sanctuary. 
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Della Lamb Sends Thanks 
For 125 years, Della Lamb Community Services has served Kansas City’s more 
vulnerable population.  Their recent letter to our church not only acknowledged 
our Christmas Offering of $3,195, the Executive Director, Ryan Hudnall, updated 
us on their successes this past year: 
• The Lamb served over 500 refugees representing Afghanistan, Ukraine, 
Ethiopia, the Democratic Republic of the Condo and Haiti among other countries.  Housing, jobs 
and schools were identified for all, guiding them toward self-sufficiency. 
• More than 100 children and parents were impacted through the early-education program; 
75% of the children got a free or reduced-price lunch. 
• Hundreds of youth athletes worked on their athletic skills. Several teams were named 
champions, and avenues to college were created. 
• Operation Holiday served 1,147 people, providing warmth kits, reading materials, gifts and a 
holiday meal for each family. Hundreds of Kansas Citians utilized the food pantry, and many 
families received utility assistance that kept on lights and a warm home. 
This year The Lamb will focus on storytelling. The new neighbors, our children, donors and 
volunteers all have stories to tell.  
Hudnall writes, “We are honored to work with you to write a new chapter of Della Lamb’s story 
in 2023.” 

United Methodists Seek EarthKeepers 
Our church, with our garden ministry and recycling program, keeps our building updated and  our 
campus pristine, as we try to honor God’s creation by protecting our environment. Now, the 
Global Ministries division of the Methodist church is encouraging our youth and adults to start 
grass-roots environmental projects in our community. Would you want to start an energy 
efficiency education program to help our church reduce expenses and tell the story of our climate 
stewardship?  Do you have other environmental issues our church could address? Or might you 
want to establish anti-racism training for our congregation? 
Persons 13 and over may get help in starting such a program.  Zoom training is March 10-25 and 
involves 8 ½ hours of online training and up to 24 hours of independent work. Applications close 
Feb. 13. For more information, go to environment@umcmission.org. 
Contact: Holly Mehl 
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 From Our Pastor 
Angie Colina McNeil 

There is lots going on at our church these days.  
 
Some of our people are interested in learning more about 
Methodism: our founders, how it got started and what we 
believe today. 
 
I’ll be teaching a brief Zoom class this month: 
Tues., Feb. 7, 6:30 pm 
Tues., Feb. 21, 6:30 pm 
 
I am calling it “Therefore, Go!” 
 
Let me know if you want to participate and I’ll send the link! 

Country Club United Methodist Church 
400 West 57th Street, Kansas City, MO 64113 

816-444-1616 • countryclubumc.org 


